[Providing patients with their diagnostic test results. A vignette study in general practice].
The communication of results of HIV tests and chest-X-rays because of persistent coughing are of particular interest because potential life-threatening disease may be disclosed. For HIV tests it is recommended that the result is communicated to the patient in the doctor's office face to face. In this questionnaire study based on two simulated case-stories with a 63 year-old man referred to chest-X-rays because of persistent coughing, and a 27 year-old man, who had been living in Africa for some time, now wanting a HIV test performed, we found that only half (53%) of the general practitioners (GP) did communicate HIV test results in the consultation office. X-ray test results were only communicated in the consultation office by 18% of the GPs. Communication of test results which might have serious implications to the patient should preferably not be done by telephone. Patients should be told of potentially serious results in person by their own physician.